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Iran schools teach war

BRUSSELS: Iran’s schools are nurturing a siege mentality in children with textbooks showing
preparations for war and depicting Israel and the West as the enemy, an Israeli think tank said on
Tuesday.

One textbook gave 13-year-olds a basic overview of light arms while one early reader book depicted the
murder of a Palestinian toddler by an Israeli soldier, a survey by the Centre for Monitoring the Impact of
Peace found.

“lran’s war curriculum is a danger to the world’s peace and security. This is the way the books develop a
siege mentality in the minds of the students,” CMIP director of research Arnon Groiss told a news
conference in Brussels.

CMIP has produced surveys of school material in Pakistan and Palestine and said its survey of 115
textbooks published in Iran in 2004 was the first of its kind.

Groiss said all the textbooks were underpinned by the belief that Iran was a world power preparing for
global “jihad”, or holy struggle, with the aim of world dominance of Islam.

Akbar Nabavi, an Iranian war veteran and now documentary maker, said the report was intended to
misrepresent Iran. “The American nation respects its soldiers and their cause though they are being
killed in a foreign land (Iraq), thousands of miles from home,” he said. “Why shouldn’t we commemorate
the sacrifice of our martyrs killed defending their country and their faith?” reuters
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